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Do You See What I See?

oday’s Gospel answers this question quite

definitively: No! Not everyone saw the guiding
star in the sky. Not even those who, presumably,
knew the prophecy found in the reading from Isaiah.
That ancient prophet announced to the people of
Jerusalem: “Your light has come” (Isaiah 60:1). In fact,
he promised them they would be so embraced by that
light, they themselves would shine brightly with its
radiance. But when the time came, not everyone saw it.
Or, having seen it, they did not recognize it.

The people of Jesus’ time were not ignorant of these
prophecies. They knew what they meant and to whom
they referred. Consequently, when the stargazers
who saw the light inquired about it, those to whom
they inquired knew where to send them. So what was
the problem? Why were those men in Jerusalem not
excited about the star? Very simply, a new king meant
a rival king, and those who had power weren’t eager to
relinquish it. '

We know that not everyone in Israel rejected Jesus.
Shepherds had already thrilled at this birth. Someone
in Bethlehem had opened his home to this child and
his parents. Now we add to them the stargazers from
another country. It seems the invitation to come to
him is extended to all: political and religious leaders,
the unsophisticated and marginalized, the established
homeowner, the foreigners in their midst. They are all
asked: “Did you see what I saw? What do you think of
him?”

Sr. Dianne Bergant, CSA
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# How open are you to new thinking?

¥ God’s invitation is offered to all. Is there any
group of people you might have marginalized?
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The Epiphany of the Lord (B)
Is 60:1-6

Eph 3:2-3a, 5-6

Mt 2:1-12

- All from Sheba shall come-
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